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Course Projection for Core Classes Spring 2026-Spring 2028 

Members in Discernment, Multiple Paths, Assessment Learners 

FF=Faith Foundations/MS=Ministry Studies/LS=Leadership Skills. 

 Courses normally meet on M, T, W or Th evenings for weekly or bi-weekly sessions, 1.5 or 2 hours. 

Courses are offered for four, six, or eight weeks customarily in a Fall Term and a Winter/Spring Term, 

with occasional summer offerings. Leadership Skills topics are announced the prior semester in order to 

respond to timely leadership questions and needs arising in local churches and among learners. 

 

Winter/Spring 2026         Instructor 

FF Bible: New Testament         McCardis 

FF Theology: God and Persons       Zimmerman 

MS: Sunday by Sunday: Preaching and Worship Leadership   Quivik 

LS: Media Skills Training        Richardson 

 

Fall 2026          Instructor 

FF: Old Testament thru the Lens of Immigrants and Strangers  Wright 

FF: Theology: Eco-Spirituality       Zimmerman 

FF: We Are Still Here: Native Americans and UCC    Perdew 

MS: Preaching and Personal Narrative      Daniel 

LS: Human Resources Basics for Churches     Moritz 

LS: Church Vitality: Help, Grow my Church!     Richardson 
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LS: Healthy Conflict and Communication     Lehman 

 

Winter/Spring 2027         Instructor 

FF History:  UCC History and Polity       Jones 

FF: Theology: God-Talk        Zimmerman 

MS: Intergenerational Faith Formation and Worship    Gline-Allen 

MS: Sacraments and Rites in UCC Traditions     Perdew 

LS: Cultivating Generous Congregations     Warner, Larssen 

 

Fall 2027          Instructor 

FF Bible: Reading the New Testament     McCardis-LeCroy 

FF: Church History I (Early and Medieval)     Perdew  

FF: Theology: Christology        Zimmerman 

MS: Sunday by Sunday: Preaching and Worship Leadership   Quivik 

LS: TBD 

 

Winter/Spring 2028 

FF: Old Testament         Wright 

FF: Church History II (Protestant Reformation)     Perdew 

FF Theology: Theological Anthropology      Zimmerman 

MS: Congregational Care        Cade-White 

LS: TBD 

 



3 
 

The Damascus Project seeks to offer courses for learners who are fulfilling a multiple 

path to authorized ministry and fulfilling a learning covenant and portfolio via their 

Committee on Ministry. We offer foundational and advanced courses that will help 

these learners meet their learning needs. While there is no prescriptive path to follow 

for a multiple path learner, if a learner followed a three-year Damascus Project process 

it would be 15 courses, assuming 5 courses per year, fulfilled by choosing from the 

following: 

Faith Foundations (Bible/History/Theology) 

Old Testament Overview 

New Testament Overview 

New Testament or Old Testament Elective  

History I (Early Church- Medieval) 

History II (Pre-Reformation-Post-Reformation) 

UCC History and Polity 

History elective: Native Americans and the UCC  

*3 term theology sequence: God, Christ, Persons 

Theology and Ethics elective  

 

Ministry Studies 

Preaching and Worship Leadership 

Sacraments and Rites in UCC Traditions 

Faith Formation (topical) 

Pastoral and Congregational Care 

 

Leadership Skills  

Choose two or three among these or other topics as posted: 
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Cultivating Generous Congregations, Healthy Communication and Conflict 

Media Skills Training, Church Vitality 

Place-Based Ministry; Human Resources Basics 

 

At present the Damascus Project does not offer Contextual Education supervision or 

CPE supervision. We are exploring a partnership with United Seminary of the Twin 

Cities for these needs. 

 

Those on a path to authorization register for courses as “assessment” learners. All 

courses are designed to align with one or more Marks of Faithful and Effective 

Authorized Ministers. Learners receive narrative assessments from their instructors 

using an assessment grid which aligns with the Marks. Learners then share their 

assessments with their COMs. 

 

Lay learners and lay leaders are welcome in any of our courses unless noted otherwise 

on the course registration page. Lay learners pay a reduced course fee. 

 

www.TheDamascusProject.org 

 

http://www.thedamascusproject.org/

